
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 

NORTH ADAMS AIRPORT COMMISSION 

  
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES  

TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 2022 AT 6:30 PM 

VIA ZOOM 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Dan Caplinger, Dean Bullett, and Marc Morandi 

OTHERS PRESENT: Kathy Eade (Interim Airport Manager), Angie Ellison (City Administrator), Peter 

Enzien (Stantec), Janice Bland (Stantec), Mike Kuranda (Granite State Sky Riders), Mark Candiloro (Airport 

Advisory Panel Chair), Jen Barbeau (City Council liaison), Mike Milazo, Gerrit Blauvelt, Jack Guerino 

(iBerkshires), Greta Jochem (The Berkshire Eagle), John Werner, Sue Mead, Susan Kirby, and Trevor Gilman 

CALL TO ORDER 

6:34 p.m. 

CHAIR STATEMENT FOR VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING 

Commissioner Dan Caplinger read the following statement: Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, this 

meeting will be conducted via remote means. Members of the public who wish to access the meeting may do so 

in the following manner: via recorded teleconference at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83777538379?pwd=aHBPZU9lcjNxeXp1TENha3Z6Qk9Mdz09, Passcode: 128454, 

see specific call instructions located at the end of the meeting notice. No in-person attendance of members of the 

public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the 

proceedings in real time, via technological means. In the event that we are unable to do so, for reasons of 

economic hardship and despite best efforts, we will post on the City of North Adams website an audio or video 

recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after the meeting. 
 
OPEN FORUM 

Commissioner Dan Caplinger invited the public to make comments during open forum, but no member of the 

public came forward to speak. 

ANNUAL ELECTION OF COMMISSION OFFICERS FOR 2022-2023 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously voted to have the commissioners maintain their 

current positions, with Dan Caplinger as chair, Dean Bullett as vice-chair, and Marc Morandi as secretary. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the regular meeting 

of February 15, 2022 as presented. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the special meeting 

of February 18, 2022 as presented. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83777538379?pwd=aHBPZU9lcjNxeXp1TENha3Z6Qk9Mdz09


PROJECT UPDATES: STANTEC 

Obstruction removal project meetings have been made with most property owners, and letters have been sent to 

those unable to meet with Stantec. Randy Christensen had given presentation to Williamstown Select Board, and 

has had field meetings with some property owners. Within 7 to 10 days bid documents will be prepared, and at 

least three contractors off the state list will be asked to bid. Cutting planned for May, with project needing to be 

completed by June 30. 

Northeast hangar project bid documents are being finalized to be advertised in four locations. There will be a 

prospective contractor site visit on March 30. Lonnie has been cleaning out the hangar. Bids are to be opened 

April 21, with an expectation to submit the grant application by April 26. Estimated maximum cost is $432,000 

including $80,000 of estimated engineering costs. The commissioners discussed their comfort levels of the 

anticipated cost being much higher than initial $250,000 estimate. Peter explained that the work currently being 

done is to submit the grant application, and that there is no commitment until the grant application is signed. 

The Capital Improvement Plan needs to be updated for the FAA to include the additional $159,000 per year over 

the next five years of Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (“BIL”) funding. Peter added a column to include the BIL 

funding and based upon project conversations he developed a working draft for the commissioners (Exhibit A). 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously voted to approve the revisions to the Capital 

Improvement Plan as presented and to move the fiscal year 2027 and 2028 projects ahead of the proposed fiscal 

year 2026 t-hangar project the next time the Capital Improvement Plan is revised. 

Progress is being made on Administration Building project’s punch list. The mismatched closet doors have been 

removed. 

The only other update was on the pilot-controlled lighting system. Just one bid response was received out of 

four solicitations, which was $8,850 from Sommer Electric in Adams, so they will be selected to do the work. 

AIRPORT ADVISORY PANEL UPDATES 

Angie Ellison reported that the Airport Advisory Panel has completed the updates to the Operating Rules and 

Regulations document for the Commission. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously voted to approve Operating Rules and Regulations 

document with corrections to be made to any minor drafting errors. 

AIRPORT MANAGER/CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES 

Angie Ellison thanked the Airport Advisory Panel and the commissioners, and said goodbye as it was her last 

day working for the City of North Adams. 

Mike Kuranda of The Granite State Sky Riders presented the power parachute group’s request to utilize the 

airport for a weekend during the summer for a gathering that involves camping on the airport grounds. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously voted to authorize the Airport Manager to set up a 

weekend during summer of 2022 for The Granite State Sky Riders to utilize the airport for their gathering. 

Kathy Eade had a conversation with the FAA about the non-aviation use of hangar space. She will obtain 

detailed descriptions in writing of requests for non-aviation use of hangar space and determine the FAA process.  

Kathy has not yet had the chance to proceed with her review of tie-down contracts and reservation policies. 

Kathy also reported that she had a conversation with Randy Johnson, who is willing to be a resource for airport 

public/private economic development, and who has a lot of ideas for the airport. Kathy suggested having a panel 

of airport users brainstorm ideas with Mr. Johnson, to which the commission had no objections. 

 



APPROVAL OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the Executive 

Session of the meeting of February 15, 2022 as presented. 

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:29 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Marc Morandi 

Secretary, Airport Commission 
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